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Athletics:               
Last Friday our golf team traveled to Pipestone and they came 

home victorious.  The golfers are really gaining momentum as 

the year goes on.  The golfers are still number one in our 

conference and looking towards the conference meet and 

regionals. 

The golf team is back in action on Saturday at the Lawton 

Invitational.  This will be  a thrilling event that should test our 

team.  The golfers continue to make steady progress and should 

fair well against some great competition. 

The softball team traveled to Burr Oak on Saturday and went 1-1 

against some good competition.  Coming off a good weekend the Rangers back it up going 2-0 against 

White Pigeon on Monday.  The Rangers are back in action on Thursday against Bangor.  The game is at 

home and scheduled for a 4:30pm start. 

The baseball team went 1-0 on Monday night and the second came was called due to darkness.  With 

the team building some momentum they are eagerly awaiting Bangor as they come to town on Thursday 

night.  This game is scheduled for a 4:30pm start. 

The game versus Marcellus has been rescheduled for May 24 at Cassopolis with a 4:30pm start. 

The middle school track team performed well at Decatur on Tuesday.  The girls came away victorious 

defeating Decatur and White Pigeon while the boys team came up a little short.  The boys lost both 

teams. 

The varsity track team travels to Decatur on Thursday where they look to keep gaining steam as the 

season really heats up in the coming weeks.  The track team also travels to River Valley on Friday for an 

eight team invitational.  This is much needed competition as the teams look to make a run at other 

invitationals and regionals. 

Overall, the sports programs are doing very well and we have not had a positive Covid test yet for our 

athletes.  This can be attributed to the athletes being cautious and the coaches making sure that they 

are adhering to the Covid protocols set forth by the state and the MHSAA. 

Keep up all the good work Rangers and set your goals high.  Let’s Go Rangers! 
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                                 Sam Adams Elementary 

 
 

Mrs. Stermer’s Corner 

SCHOOL GARDEN COMING SOON 

Spring has arrived, and we have been enjoying the beautiful weather not only during 
recess, but also taking advantage of it by taking our learning outside.  We would like to 
extend a big welcome to Ms. Emily Dussel, our FFA paraprofessional, for joining our 
Sam Adams team and family!  Ms. Dussel will be supporting our teachers and students 
in our Farm to School garden and project.  Ms. Dussel has been meeting with Mrs. 
Brawlye, Mrs. Sheeley and me to share her ideas on how to best use our $3000 Whole 
Foods grant to begin the build for our garden.  Students are excited to begin this work 
with their class and Ms. Dussel.  Students are experiencing that learning takes place 
outside our actual physical walls of Sam Adams!  

STANDARDIZED TESTING HAS ARRIVED AT SAM ADAMS 

Spring is also the time of standardized testing in Michigan.  Students in grades third, 
fourth and fifth have begun taking their standardized test, the Michigan Student Test of 
Educational Progress (M-STEP).  Third, fourth and fifth grade students are tested in 
english language arts, and math, fifth grade students are additionally tested in science 
and social studies.  Our students are drawing on their growth mindset to do their very 
best on each test that they have taken and have left to take.  We are hoping to receive 
our parent reports in time to send them home with our students before the end of our 
school year in mid-June.  Our in-house standardized testing with NWEA for grades 
kindergarten through fifth grade begins next week and finishes at the end of May. We 
will use this data to plan for next year’s instruction.   

READING MONTH WINNERS 

Sam Adams celebrated Reading Month in March and finished our celebration by 

awarding Sophia Strome and Levi Pike a bike and bike helmet, which were all donated 
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to us by the Dowagiac Chapter of the Masonic Temple.  They donated a boys and girls 

bike and helmet for us to raffle off to a boy and girl in second grade that reads nightly at 

home.  Each student earned a ticket for reading at home each evening, which was 

verified by a parent.  The raffle was held after Spring Break. You can see below, how 

excited they both were to receive their bikes and helmets!  

              

Driveway Reminder Sam Adams has been contacted by the Cassopolis Village 

Police to please remind families that when you are either dropping off your child or 
picking up at dismissal at Sam Adams, to remember to not block any driveways while 
waiting in line on Depot Street.  Please leave the driveway open for our community 
neighbors to get in and out of their driveways.  Thank you for your cooperation.   

 

Friends walking into school together! 
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TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK AT SAM ADAMS 

Mrs. Sheeley and Mrs. Stermer celebrated and showed appreciation for our teachers all 
week long with small tokens of our appreciation and word puns!  

Our teachers are EXTRA special!       We popped in to tell our teachers they 

       are all that & a bag of  chips! 

     

 

We couldn’t mask how sweet it is that their calmness is the balm that holds the school 
together!  
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 We know the “write” stuff, our teachers are all smart cookies! 
 

 

 

The teacher’s union, and Dean & Abbi Hagan from Hagan Insurance bought Krispy 
Kreme donuts for our teachers to start out our week.  Dr. Piazza gave each teacher and 
administrator a personalized hot/cold tumbler and our PTO gave teachers an Amazon 
gift card and provided a lunch from Porky’s on Thursday to show their appreciation this 
week too!  

 
Please read on and see all of the great things we are doing here at Sam Adams! 
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MRS. FIRST’S CLASS LEARN MATH WITH MS. SAWYER 

In our classroom we are learning about the weight of objects in math. The students 
demonstrated weight by being human balance scales using objects from around the 
classroom.   
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FIRST GRADE RESEARCHERS 

First Grade has been working very hard on their research projects.  With partners, they 
chose a plant or an animal to research. They used their Chromebooks and books to 
look up facts, pictures and information. Their choices were pigs, sunflowers, ducks, 
apples, cotton, or goats. They presented them to the class! 
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ANIMAL AND PLANT RESEARCH PRESENTATIONS 

All of our in-person students and three virtual students shared what they learned about 
how farm animals and plants grow. 
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SECOND GRADE DIORAMAS AND POSTERS 

Second graders have been conducting research on different habitats.  After conducting 
their research each pair created a fact poster and diorama.  They shared their poster 
and diorama by making and submitting a video to their teacher on Flipgrid.  Mrs. 
Newland shared her class videos with Mrs. Stermer and Mrs. Sheeley.  They had the 
pleasure of viewing and commenting on each of the presentations.  They are now 
displayed in the hallway for all students to view!   
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POLLINATION STATION 

Second graders are working on a Pollination Station Project. We have been 
learning how plants and animals are very dependent upon one another for survival in 
the environment. 

One of our favorite activities was making a blossom and pretending to be a bee. 
In the blossom was either crushed Cheetos or powdered sugar. As we traveled to the 
blossoms around the room, we reached our hand in one blossom then traveled to 
others. The students were able to get a strong visual of how a bee or other pollinator 
may transfer pollen from to flower or plant to plant. 

We are also working on creating a sustainable pollination garden for our school. 
Our plants have been growing over the past few months and our caterpillars are now 
chrysalides. We are excited to complete our garden and release our own butterflies! 
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  FOURTH GRADE PRESENTS THEIR ENERGY FINDINGS 

Over here in Fourth Grade, we began to wrap up our Energy project by having the students 
present what they have learned about energy through a Google Slide presentation. The Google 
Slides included information on different types of energy, how energy is transferred, how to 
conserve energy, and the different types of renewable energy. Next, we are extending our 
project to talk about sound and the waves of energy it creates. The students got to explore 
sound waves by working with a partner to create a paper cup telephone. We will continue to 
explore sound over the next couple of weeks. 
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WATER CONSERVATION PROJECT PRESENTATIONS 

Fifth grade finished up our water conservation project a few weeks ago by presenting to 
local businesses via Zoom. The students loved getting to give their ideas to actually 
businesses that they have been to with their families. We hope these businesses will 
implement our suggestions so we can save more water as a community!  
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MYSTERY SCIENCE PROJECTS 

While we are waiting to begin our next project, we have had a lot of fun with more 
Mystery Science projects. We experimented with worms, played some food chain card 
games, and made dinosaur food webs to find out why they went extinct. We have also 
been learning about the American Revolution by watching a TV series called Liberty's 
Kids.  
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M-STEP TESTING 

We are currently M-STEP testing as well. Our students have done a FANTASTIC job of 
taking their time and doing their personal best on all of the tests. We understand that it 
is not easy to sit and look at a screen for so long, but we are beyond proud of how hard 
our students have been working. To make the testing a little bit more fun, we give each 
student a note of encouragement and a small treat before they begin their testing each 
morning.  

 
   

 

 
   

Fourth and fifth grade students in Mr. Scott’s and Ms. Kent’s classes are playing 

ukuleles for the first time. Below are Mr. Scott’s fifth graders playing their ukuleles.  
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Curriculum/Grants/Assessments 
 

 

Summer Program and Credit Recovery 

We are working on creating a summer program for students in our district. The 
project-based learning framework will be used to help students with learning 
loss in an inquiry-based, authentic and relevant way. We are excited to offer a 

non-traditional program for students to continue learning at grade-level and their instructional level. 
Students in grades 9-12 will have the opportunity to make up credits that will help them to stay on track 
towards graduation. As we continue to develop the program we will be pushing out more information. 

 

 

The Michigan Learning Channel 

May is Asian American Pacific Islander Month. It’s a time to 

celebrate and honor the history and contributions of Asian 

Americans.  PBS Learning Media has assembled a number of 

assets for educators who want to explore the topic and recent 

issues of violence with their 7th to 12th graders this month. PBS 

Books also has a reading list suggested by librarians for younger 

kids. The Michigan Learning Channel is airing a number of documentaries spotlighting Asian American 

heritage on Saturdays and Sundays all month long. 

 

Coming up on May 18 at 7:00 p.m., the PBS NewsHour Student Reporting Labs will premiere "Disrupted: 

How COVID Changed Education," a special event highlighting the voices of students and teachers 

reflecting on the coronavirus pandemic after an excruciatingly tough year. Hosted by NewsHour's Amna 

Nawaz, the one-hour digital special will showcase teen stories and young students in conversation with 

each other and leading journalists about what they've been through this year, and their hopes for 

tackling systemic problems in schools that were exposed by the pandemic. The event will be interactive, 

and registration is required. Click here to register. 

 

 

PSAT/SAT Scores 

If you took the SAT on April 13th: 

Scores will be available May 8th and tests with essays between 

May 12th-14th in your College Board Account. 

 

https://memberbenefitthumpslegaleasetechbytespodcastsitsawrap.cmail20.com/t/r-l-tlthtruy-ohkkjjlel-y/
https://memberbenefitthumpslegaleasetechbytespodcastsitsawrap.cmail20.com/t/r-l-tlthtruy-ohkkjjlel-j/
https://memberbenefitthumpslegaleasetechbytespodcastsitsawrap.cmail20.com/t/r-l-tlthtruy-ohkkjjlel-t/
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How to Get Help with Scores 

If you're having trouble accessing your released scores: 

● You may need to update your account information. Log in to the student score portal and follow 

the instructions to verify your account. 

● Log in to the student score portal and learn how to use your registration number from the SAT 

or Subject Tests to verify your account. 

● Do you have another College Board account? You, your parent, or counselor could have made it. 

Log out now and log back in using the other account. 

● Do you need old scores? You can call to request old scores. You'll have to pay a fee. 

● For more help, call 866-433-7728. For international and TTY phone numbers, go to the Contact 

Us page. 

● Educators who need help should go to the K–12 portal's help page. 

 

 

https://studentscores.collegeboard.org/home
https://studentscores.collegeboard.org/home
https://studentscores.collegeboard.org/logout
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/contact-us
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/contact-us
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/contact-us
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/educators/k-12/reporting-portal-help

